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1 The cuckoo dataset

The common cuckoo does not build its own nest: it prefers to lay its eggs in another birds’ nest. It
is known, since 1892, that the type of cuckoo bird eggs are different between different locations.
In a study from 1940, it was shown that cuckoos return to the same nesting area each year, and
that they always pick the same bird species to be a “foster parent” for their eggs.

Over the years, this has lead to the development of geographically determined subspecies of
cuckoos. These subspecies have evolved in such a way that their eggs look as similar as
possible as those of their foster parents.

The cuckoo dataset contains information on 120 Cuckoo eggs, obtained from randomly selected
“foster” nests. For these eggs, researchers have measured the 1ength (in mm) and established
the type (species) of foster parent. The type column is coded as follows:

type=1: Meadow pipit
type=2: Tree pipit
type=3: Dunnock
type=4: European robin
type=5: White wagtail
type=6: Eurasian wren

Boxplot of the length of eggs per type
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